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More than any other person, Robert Janes was responsible for the founding of The 
Canadian Journal o f Surgery. He had faith that Canadian surgery had reached a stage 
of maturity at which it could sustain a journal that would bring before the world what 
 ^ was best in Canadian surgery and also attract to its pages worthy contributions from 
outside Canada. In this enterprise he received encouragement from the Canadian Medical 
“ Association, which accepted the financial risk, and T he Canadian Journal o f Surgery 
was born.
It was not enough to have the idea, it was much more important to launch the pro­
ject soundly. Dr. Janes accepted the Chairmanship of the Editorial Board, a position which 
he held from the first publication of the Journal in October 1957 until two years ago.
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He invited the heads of the departments of surgery in all twelve medical schools in 
Canada to join him on the Board in the belief that they would know of original clini­
cal and experimental work going forward in their departments, and could direct a pro­
portion of it to the Journal. He also believed that they were the mature people who could 
best assess the value of papers submitted for publication. Because he hoped that the 
Journal would have broad surgical interest, he organized an Advisory Board made up of 
leading representatives of the surgical specialties, not only to attract papers on these 
topics but also to provide expert opinions on their scientific merit.
However, he brought much more than an idea, enthusiasm and prestige to this pro­
ject. As Professor and Head of the Department of Surgery at the University of Toronto and 
Surgeon-in-Chief of the Toronto General Hospital, he had watched and encouraged the 
evolution of the specialized divisions of his department, and he was aware of trends and 
new developments in these areas of surgical interest. With his wide reading of the journals 
and frequent attendance at the scientific meetings of the leading surgical societies, lie 
possessed an unusual ability to assess the value of a paper proffered for publication. 
From the beginning, he set and maintained a high standard.
Dr. Janes was not only interested in the scientific worth of a paper. He was metic­
ulous in his own use of English and he had little patience with the pompous phrase or 
the wordy elaboration of an idea that could have been expressed simply and clearly.
Other tributes will refer to his skill and judgment as a clinical surgeon, to his 
ability as a teacher, to his wisdom and leadership in council, and to the many honours 
which came to him; this appreciation is to acknowledge his place as the founding 
editor of this journal. Its success was very close to his heart; we trust that it will continue 
to justify his faith and exemplify his high ideals.
F. G. KERGIN
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